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Lawrence, Sir William Beveridge and Mr. Kenneth Lee, he had again made the fatal mistake of studying moderate opinion in the pursuit of policy. A major social and political problem would have been more likely to have reached a solution at the hands of four Jesuit priests than before a tribunal consisting of a Party politician, an industrialist, an economist and a business man. False notions of impartiality are the curse of democratic politics. The fear of public opinion had forced the Government into deceiving themselves as to the nature of the crisis. The Commissioners would produce an authoritative treatise on what to the experts was already known. Politically, and that was the only direction in which Mr. Baldwin could be assisted, the opinion of Sir Herbert Samuel, a veritable bulwark of laisser-faire, would be hardly calculated to enlighten a contemporary statesman or to save a struggling productive industry.
As the winter of 1925 progressed and the New Year arrived Mr. Baldwin grew in stature before the eyes of the public. The masses attracted by superficial events failed to notice that the Prime Minister had reached the parting of the ways and decided wrongly. Mr. Churchill, Sir Reginald McKenna, Sir Alfred Mond and Sir Edward Hilton Young seemed a heavy bunch of Liberals to have united under his banner. It was an accretion of talent whether or not their talents were co-ordinated. The fact was that Mr. Baldwin had given up the political struggle and was settling down into the role of defender of the Constitution. Men flocked towards him because they wished to identify themselves with law and order and not because the Prime Minister had any secret into which to initiate them. For the moment a truce had been called in constructive statesmanship in order to unite in defence against Socialism,
On a lower plane Mr. Baldwin had made excellent progress with the Chamberlain Housing Scheme. He had become reconciled with M. Poincare over the Ruhr crisis,